
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
18 SEPTEMBER 2019 

7:30 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a regular meeting at 7:30 pm, on September 18, 2019 at Village Hall, 
50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509. 

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief: John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé 
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 

Pledge to flag 

Notation of Exits 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

1. Southeast Museum Parade Permit Holiday Caroling & Tree Lighting – Amy Campanaro representing the Southeast 
Museum for the Holiday Caroling and Tree Lighting parade permit, which is including hot chocolate and cookies at 
Village Hall with the Board of Trustees.  Trustee Bryde says she would like to coordinate, along with Jackie Boissonnault 
discussing some decorations on Main Street in the shop windows starting earlier in the fall, well in advance of the event 
to dress up the Main Street for the event.  Mayor Schoenig mentions that the Village will be replacing the tree next 
Friday and will handle decorating that tree.  Mayor Schoenig motions to issue a parade permit for December 7, starting 
around 5 pm at the Southeast Museum and ending around 6:15 pm at 20 Main Street, waiving all fees, Trustee Bryde 
2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

 



1.1. Amy Campanaro also mentions that the Museum and the Library applied for a grant to the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, to do two sessions of an hour and a half long program on the Founding Fathers, one for adults 
and one for children. The grant requires these programs to be conducted between December 2019 and March 
2020. Unfortunately, the Museum has no heat and there will be construction going on in the Library so she is 
hoping that the programs could be held at Village Hall. The Board has no issues with this and request that she 
contact Deputy Clerk Michelle Chiudina with dates that she would like to reserve as well as include insurance.  

2. Ragamuffin Parade & Trunk or Treat – Susan LoVallo representing First Baptist Church is requesting a parade permit for 
the annual Ragamuffin Parade. The assembly will begin at 11:00 am at Markel Park, marching down to Old Town Hall 
and back to the church for the trunk or treat in the church parking lot.  Mayor Schoenig motions to issue a parade 
permit for October 26 starting at 11 am and ending at approximately 11:45 am, waiving all fees, Deputy Mayor Piccini 
2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  

 
3. 67 Main Street Temporary Signs – Judy Marano would like to affix the signs that were up during the Fall Festival, stating 

Old Town Hall is being revitalized to the outside of 67 Main Street and would like to have them stay up year-round. 
Mayor Schoenig motions to allow the temporary signs to remain up and asks that they be replaced should they become 
unsightly, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  The Mayor thanks Judy Marano and Maggie Carey for the outstanding 
Fall Festival on September 8th. Trustee Bryde agrees and says that the Board enjoyed walking around and seeing 
everyone come out for the event. Trustee Gaspar asks that Ms. Marano include plans to handle recyclable material at 
the next Fall Festival, which is scheduled for September 13, 2020. 

4. Monthly Reports 
4.1. July & August, 2019 Police Report – Chief John Del Gardo delivers the July and August 2019 monthly police reports.  

Copies attached to these minutes.   After Chief Del Gardo delivers the July 2019 report, Trustee Bryde asks about 
the type of noise that the noise complaint was being issued for and what time these are occurring.  Chief Del 
Gardo says there was music and a party at night after the noise ordinance goes into effect, and clarifies that 
mechanical noises would be leaf blowers, lawn mowers, etc. mostly occurring during 7am to 8 am.  Trustee Bryde 
asks about the nine suspicious persons/vehicles.  Chief Del Gardo says they responded to calls and found nothing 
suspicious or unusual about them or they had already left when an officer arrived.  Deputy Mayor Piccini asks 



about the foul odor.  Chief Del Gardo says nothing was found.  Trustee Boissonnault asks about the public 
lewdness incident.  Chief Del Gardo says the individual was arrested and to his knowledge remains incarcerated to 
this day.  Trustee Bryde asks about the 116 speeding tickets and Chief Del Gardo explains that it is a lot for one 
month but these tickets are mostly from people passing through the Village going well above the speed limit. 
Trustee Bryde mentions that 58 stop sign tickets are a lot as well and Chief Del Gardo agrees and says that 35 cell 
phone tickets are a lot too. Trustee Bryde asks about the person leaving the scene of an accident, and Chief Del 
Gardo says that there was minor damage to the other vehicle, Trustee Bryde asks about the definitions of 511 and 
512 arrests, Chief Del Gardo says they are for suspended license and registration respectively.  Chief Del Gardo 
delivers the August, 2019 report and notes the high volume of handicapped tickets that were given out, due to 
people who do not have permits parking in a handicapped spot.  Trustee Bryde commends Chief Del Gardo for 
presenting a thorough and well-organized report every month.  Trustee Bryde verifies that the person who left the 
scene of an accident in August was arrested and Chief Del Gardo confirms he was arrested the next day. Trustee 
Bryde asks about the disobeyed sign tickets and Chief Del Gardo says that it could be any sign in the Village 
excluding stop signs. Trustee Bryde asks where the red-light tickets were given and Chief Del Gardo says the tickets 
are given at all 3 of the stop lights in the Village. Trustee Bryde comments on the amount of speeding, stop sign 
and cell phone tickets given out for the month of August and Chief Del Gardo agrees it is a lot of tickets. Trustee 
Bryde asks about the open manhole and Chief Del Gardo says that he saw a hole in the right lane by the train 
station and upon further investigation, he realized a large manhole cover was knocked into the catch basin and he 
had to call Domenic Consentino to have him cover the hole until it was fixed. Todd Atkinson said that a truck may 
have popped the cover out of place but Chief Del Gardo believes that water is responsible for the cover falling off 
due to erosion of the north side of the hole. Trustee Bryde asked about the obstruction on the train tracks and 
Chief Del Gardo states that it was a dead deer. Trustee Bryde asks about the noise complaints and if they were 
similar to July and Chief Del Gardo confirms and recalls a particular party on Route 22 being so loud you could hear 
it on Stone Ridge Road. Trustee Bryde would also like to thank Chief Del Gardo in advance, for accepting to speak 
at one of the Coalition That Cares meetings about alcohol and drug abuse. Trustee Gaspar would like to thank 
Chief Del Gardo and his police officers for their services at Fall Festival. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the July 
and August, 2019 police reports, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

4.2. August, 2019 Code Enforcement – Bill Scorca delivers the August code enforcement report.  Copy attached to 
these minutes. The Board and Mr. Scorca discusses the various project that are still in the works throughout the 
Village.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the August 2019 Code Enforcement report, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in 
favor 5 to 0. 

4.3. August, 2019 Engineer’s Report – Todd Atkinson with Folchetti & Associates delivers the August 2019 engineer’s 
report.  Copy attached to these minutes. Mr. Atkinson mentions that they will be going out to bid for the Tonetta 
Brook Headwall Project next week. The Board and Mr. Atkinson discuss the engineering work being done in the 
Village and have an extensive conversation about the problem with NYSEG not notifying the Village about 
disturbing the sidewalks and not repairing them properly. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the August 
engineer’s report, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

4.4. August, 2019 Planning Board Report – Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the planning board report of no activity, 
Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Copy attached to these minutes.  

4.5. August, 2019 Zoning Board of Appeals Report. No report provided. Trustee Bryde mentions the Board did not 
receive a report for July from the Zoning Board either and Mayor Schoenig says he will reach out to Chairmen Todd 
Gianguzzi. 

5. Billing Arrears (45-day post quarterly billing list).  Clerk & Treasurer Peter Hansen provides the quarterly arrears. He 
states that the continued efforts from Deputy Clerk Michelle Chiudina has kept the arrear amounts down and they will 
continue to send notices to the highest offenders to start to bring their accounts current. Trustee Bryde saw in the 
correspondence that the total amount of the letters that were sent out was about $9,600 and Deputy Clerk Chiudina 
explains that those were some of the higher offenders who had not paid for their water since April and we were 
focusing on getting their accounts current first. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks about those who are not keeping up with the 
payment plans that were set up and Deputy Clerk Chiudina confirms that everyone is keeping up with the payment plan 
so far.   



6. Correspondence sent & received for August, 2019 – Trustee Bryde asks about the letters that the Parking Clerk Barbara 
Jewell sent out to the taxi companies and who will be handling those issues of improperly displaying medallions and 
licenses, now that Mrs. Jewell has retired. Deputy Clerk Chiudina explains the police officers will report to Deputy Clerk 
Chiudina or anyone else available in the office so a record can be kept and inform the taxi company owners. Mayor 
Schoenig motions to accept the correspondence sent & received for August, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

7. Minutes for approval 
7.1. September 4, 2019 Minutes – Trustee Bryde motions to approve the September 4, 2019 minutes, Trustee 

Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Deputy Mayor Piccini abstains due to absence. 
8. Village Matters Newspaper Review and Approval – Deputy Mayor Piccini provides a current copy of the latest revision 

of Village Matters and asks for a response, review, or approval by Friday so it can go to press for delivery October 1st 
and thanks Deputy Clerk Chiudina for working with her the past few days to edit the paper.  

9. Vouchers Payable September 18, 2019 – Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers payable and found everything in 
order. 
9.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $14,841.06 
9.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 19,473.97 
9.3. F -  WATER FUND 24,954.96 
9.4. G - SEWER FUND 9,870.66 
9.5. H64 - STREET MILLING & PAVING PROJECT 684,566.38 
9.6. TA -  TRUST & AGENCY  6,019.39 

Total Vouchers Payable $759,726.42 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

10. Other Business 
10.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini says Todd Atkinson and she are finishing the revision to the zoning table for the 

Special Exception Use Permit for PB zone in the Zoning Chart. Deputy Mayor Piccini explains the discrepancy of 
which number Local Law this was and is hoping to resolve this issue in the meeting on Friday.     

10.2. Trustee Bryde mentions she attended the 9/11 ceremony at Someday Retirement Community, where many 
legislative personnel were there including MaryEllen Odell and the Elks Patriot’s Day ceremony with Deputy Clerk 
Michelle Chiudina.  Both were very moving ceremonies and had great turn outs for week day ceremonies. 

10.3. Trustee Boissonnault mentions that the PTA movie night is this Saturday starting around 7:30 pm at Wells 
Park.  

10.4. Mayor Schoenig says that Counsel Molé has reviewed the parking laws in New York State and special 
parking privileges cannot be extended to Village residents alone. 

10.5. Mayor Schoenig motions to set a public hearing for October 2, 2019 at 7:30 pm at Village Hall, 50 Main 
Street, Brewster, NY 10509 for modifying parking regulations, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

11. New Business 
11.1. Trustee Bryde mentions that the Community That Cares Coalition is participating in a medication take back 

day, which is October 26, 2019 at Putnam Hospital from 10 am to 2 pm, and she has provided flyers in English and 
Spanish to be posted on the bulletin board outside of Village Hall. Trustee Bryde would also like to mention that 
Parking Clerk Barbara Jewell’s last day was Monday, September 16, 2019 and we will miss her. 

11.2. Mayor Schoenig clarifies that Bulk Pick Up will be on September 30.  
12. Public Comment 

12.1. Scott Seaman of the Brewster Board of Education, wanted to introduce himself and informs the Board that 
he and the other Board members want to reach out to the communities to extend communications channels 
between the different agencies by attending various Board meetings. Mr. Seaman would like to thank Mayor 
Schoenig for speaking to the new superintendent of schools at the Fall Festival and mentions that the Board will be 
in touch with key communicators to keep everyone in the loop. Mayor Schoenig asks for an update on Garden 
Street School and Mr. Seaman says that the contract expires at the end of September.  

13. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session to discuss contractual issues, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
14. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session, resume the regular meeting and adjourn, Trustee Bryde 2nd 

all in favor 5 to 0. 
  



























 
  



 

Village of Brewster, NY  

REPORT of the Planning Board  

to the Board of Trustees 
 

Sept. 18, 2019 

 

 

 
 

Rick Lowell, Chairman                                        Greg Folchetti, attorney- Costello & Folchetti 
Rick Stockburger, Vice-Chairman                       Todd Atkinson, PE – J.R. Folchetti & Assoc. 

David Kulo                                                           Cathy Huidina, secretary 

Janet Ward 

Marti Foster 

 

Meeting Date: 3rd Tuesday, August 2019 

 

No business was proposed therefor no meeting was held. 

    

    

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Rick Lowell 

Chairman 

 

 

 

    

    

 
                                              

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 


